THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
Watts was succeeded as Keeper by W. B. Rye, who held the office
however for only twice the length of time, being succeeded in 1875
by Bullen. Rye was not a man of the calibre of Jones or Watts, let
alone of Panizzi, and shyness handicapped him; but he was one of
those useful competent men without much initiative whom seniority
brings to the top, and he was a sound antiquary. He had come in
1838 and assisted Watts, and had then acted as chief proof-reviser of
the 1841 Catalogue. Paniz/,i had put him on to the arrangement of
his beloved Grenville books and the cataloguing of those which Payne
and Foss had left uncatalogued (see p. 197), which argues a high
opinion of his quality; and Rye also made the first selection and
catalogue of the books of reference' in the new Reading Room. Not
much of note happened .during his Keepcrship, but many good
purchases continued to be made, especially of early printed and old
English books; in 1870 a large collection from the suppressed monas-
teries of Portugal was secured. Panivizi had long before suggested that
they should be searched.
The most eventful part of Bullon's Keepership fell in the Principal
Librarianship of Bond and will be described later.
Two men of very high talent adorned the Department in the
middle of the century but had disappeared before their time for com-
mand arrived. Coventry Patmore was appointed in 1846 and re-
mained in the Museum, doing excellent work there, as well as making
his reputation outside as a poet, till 1862, when the death of his first
wife and his own health sent him abroad, * An even more remarkable
man was the great Talmudic scholar Emanuel Deutsch. "Seldom,"
wrote Lane-Poole in The Dictionary of National Biography^ "has
the Department of Printed Books acquired the services of so variously
accomplished a man," and even if this remark betrays an attitude
towards the Printed Books which is not quite unique, it is true, and
would also be true if for the Printed Books we were tp read the
Museum, It was as a Hebraist that Panizzi in 1855 secured Deutsch
through the Museum's German agent, Asher, but he was also a fine
classic and learned in other Oriental tongues and early German, and
had withal the mind of a poet, "For fifteen years," says Lane-Poole,
"he did the work of a helot" 5 but he was able to make important
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